a flavor of Part I by watching online the YouTube video on https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=cthix070SA8.) I was in charge of a behavioral economics course last year, and experimentally adopted Kahneman's book. Each chapter was presented by the students through one--hour PowerPoint presentations. The presentations were then followed by lively debate. What is more, the book's endnotes occupied center stage, as the bibliographical references were made available on the class share site.
Unlike economics, psychology does not neglect its biological basis. However, the field of cognitive psychology is particularly focused on how the mind works without posing why explanations. Meanwhile, why explanations are the realm of evolutionary psychology. For these reasons I find it useful to complement the discussion in the Part I of the book with topics from, for instance, Evolutionary Psychology by David Buss (Boston: Pearson, 2008) if time allows.
Part II (chapters 10 to 18) is about heuristics and cognitive biases, which are the core of Kahneman and Tversky's work. Heuristic is a simple procedure that helps find adequate, though often imperfect, answers to difficult questions. The word comes from the same root as eureka. Cognitive biases come from illusions of thought automatically generated by the quick System 1. The major theme is: Why is it so difficult for us to think order to deceive others, we often deceive ourselves first. We selectively recall information and bias our arguments. In summary, Kahneman's book goes beyond hype and may be useful in academia for both teaching and research.
